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ECOATM TAKES LEADERSHIP ROLE AS AFFILIATE MEMBER OF ELECTRONICS RECYCLING COORDINATION CLEARINGHOUSE (ERCC)

Newly Established Organization Will Provide Forum for Information Exchange about State Agencies Implementing Electronics Recycling Laws

San Diego, Calif., February 8, 2010 – ecoATM furthered its environmental commitment  by taking a leadership role in the development, coordination and implementation of electronics recycling laws by becoming a founding affiliate member of  the  Electronics Recycling Coordination Clearinghouse (http://www.ecycleclearinghouse.org/). The ERCC was recently launched by two leading non-profit organizations advancing recycling efforts across the country - the National Center for Electronics Recycling (NCER) and the Northeast Recycling Council (NERC). 
The new organization is a forum for coordination and information exchange among the state/local agencies that are implementing electronics recycling laws and all impacted stakeholders.  Currently, 20 states and one municipality (New York City) have electronics recycling laws in place. The list is growing, and each of these laws is unique, making compliance a serious challenge for any retailer, manufacturer, or for consumers.  As these laws proliferate, there is a commensurate need to coordinate legislation in order to make the laws consistent, and to leverage experience and knowledge from the states that have already implemented such laws.  

"It is clear there will be no federal (EPA) legislation for years to come. Ironically, as more states develop these laws, the need for federal involvement becomes more obvious, yet it is that much more challenging for a federal law to take precedent and for states to accede to a federal law," said Seth Heine, ecoATM's Chief Green Officer.  "National-level stakeholders such as retailers and manufacturers have a very messy series of laws to conform to, an unwieldy patchwork quilt if you will, and it is growing and getting more and more complicated as time passes.  We intend to simplify and automate compliance through our kiosks, an inherent advantage our collection system offers,” he added. 


Seth Heine is the founder of CollectiveGood and GreenPhone recycling, has more than 10 years of leadership experience in this area, served on multiple EPA committees, has recorded podcasts for the EPA on cell phone recycling, and was recognized by the Basel Convention and United Nations Environment Program for his multi-year involvement with the Mobile Phone Partnership Initiative (MPPI).  He was also the first in the mobile phone recycling space to be recognized as an e-Steward through the Basel Action Network (BAN), and remains actively involved in the formulation of Best Environmental Practices for electronics recycling through both BAN and the Recycle / Reuse (R2 - drafted by the EPA) certification processes.

About ecoATM

Based in San Diego, CA, ecoATM (www.ecoATM.com) provides a convenient in-store, trade-in solution that benefits consumers, electronics retailers, and consumer electronics manufacturers. ecoATM is the only company to develop patent-pending Automated eCycling Stations that:

· visually and/or electronically inspect virtually any consumer electronic device, 

· search for the best price available from secondary market buyers and recyclers through pre-auction/auction systems, 

· pay the consumer on the spot in cash or store credit, 

· and administer additional trade-in incentives from retailers and manufacturers. 
ecoATM is committed to supporting the highest environmental standards in the industry, is actively involved in multiple standards and certifications bodies, and supports the principles of the Basel Convention.

ecoATM can be found on Facebook and Twitter.
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