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ecoATM NAMED TECHAMERICA HIGH TECH AWARDS FINALIST

Awards Event to Showcase San Diego’s Finest Technology Companies on October 28th

SAN DIEGO, Calif., October 4, 2011 -- ecoATM, the award-winning San Diego start-up known for its commitment to the environment and its innovative kiosks that buy-back and recycle consumer electronics, announced today that it have been selected as a finalist in the Clean Technology category for the upcoming 18th Annual TechAmerica High Tech Awards. As the leading voice representing the U.S. technology industry, TechAmerica takes pride in recognizing outstanding regional companies every year at its annual awards ceremony. For the 2011 futuristic-themed event, finalists will be acknowledged for their achievements during a luncheon reception on October 28th at the Hilton La Jolla Torrey Pines in La Jolla.

“We are delighted to be a finalist in this year’s TechAmerica High Tech Awards and to add this to our ever-growing list of recognitions,” said Tom Tullie, Chairman and CEO, ecoATM. A partial list of awards to date includes: Popular Science’s 2010 Best of What's New Award in Green Technology; CES 2011 Innovations Honorees - Eco-Design and Sustainable Technology; Coinstar’s Next Big Idea Contest; CONNECT's Most Innovative Product Award 2009 – Clean Tech category;  GigaOm Earth2Tech’s Green:Net 2010 Launchpad competition;  IEEE Spectrum: Green Goddess Award for DEMO Spring 2011; and recognition by the United Nation’s Low Carbon Leadership program as one of the leading ideas in the world for global reduction of CO2 emissions.. 
This year numerous local San Diego companies were nominated for their technological or business innovation; exceptional products or service; product marketplace validation; perseverance in the face of adversity; and community involvement for consideration in nine categories, including Software; Internet and Web Commerce; Computers and Related Products; Communications Products and Services; SaaS/Cloud; Semiconductors & Analytical Instrumentation; Clean Technology; IT Service/Contract Services; and Outstanding Emerging Growth.

“This year, we received an overwhelming amount of nominations from some tremendous companies,” said Kevin Carroll, regional vice president, TechAmerica. “The plethora of nominations is not only a testament to the individual companies, but to the rapidly growing San Diego High-Tech community.  Selecting the winners will certainly not be an easy task.” 

For media interested in attending the High Tech Awards event please contact Sarah Lubeck at 619-234-0345 or lubeck@formulapr.com.

The 2011 TechAmerica High Tech Awards are sponsored by Bank of America Merrill Lynch, Barney & Barney, CB Richard Ellis, Deloitte, Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, Formula, Procopio, SignOnSanDiego.com, and The Lawton Group. 

About ecoATM

Based in San Diego, Calif., ecoATM (www.ecoatm.com) is the first company to create an automated self-serve kiosk system that uses patented, advanced machine vision, electronic diagnostics, and artificial intelligence to evaluate and buy back used electronics directly from consumers for cash or store credit. ecoATM’s eCycling stations provide a convenient trade-in solution that:

· electronically and/or visually inspect virtually any consumer electronic device, 

· connects consumers in real-time with a broad worldwide secondary market to ensure best pricing, and

· pays consumers immediately in cash and/or store credit, and

· automatically administers trade-in / trade-up promotions for retailers and manufacturers.

ecoATM hold both Responsible Recycling (R2) and ISO14011 certification, confirming the company’s commitment to maintaining high standards of recycling.
About TechAmerica
TechAmerica is the leading voice for the U.S. technology industry, the driving force behind productivity growth and jobs creation in the United States and the foundation of the global innovation economy. Representing approximately 1,500 member companies of all sizes from the public and commercial sectors of the economy, it is the industry’s largest advocacy organization and is dedicated to helping members’ top and bottom lines. It is also the technology industry's only grassroots-to-global advocacy network, with offices in state capitals around the United States, Washington, D.C., Europe (Brussels) and Asia (Beijing). TechAmerica was formed by the merger of AeA (formerly the American Electronics Association), the Cyber Security Industry Alliance (CSIA), the Information Technology Association of America (ITAA) and the Government Electronics & Information Technology Association (GEIA). Learn more at www.aeanet.org or www.itaa.org.
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